'IRAQ

"Iraq state stretching from Raqqah on the Euphrates and
Jazir ibn 'Umar on Tigris to Basrah and the head waters of
the Greater and Lower Zab. This question only arises in
Kurdistan, Mosul Wilayet and Dair uz-Zor. But it is of
greatest importance. Alternative is establishment of separate
state, roughly Mosul Wilayet not under British Protection.

As regards second point the correspondence annexed to
this memorandum sufficiently indicates the arguments for and
against and the possible alternatives.

As regards third poin^ answer is of course inseparable from
the decision in point two. Here again the correspondence is
sufficiently explicit as regards possible choices. Too much
emphasis cannot be laid upon the importance of avoiding
the exacerbation of religious differences which might follow
upon an indiscreet selection in this connection. . . .

As soon as you conveniently can after the receipt of this
letter, you should discuss the questions raised therein con-
fidentially with the principal personalities in your area, and
ascertain from them what the trend of public opinion is likely
to be, and inform me accordingly.

When public opinion appears likely, under the guidance of
the persons you have consulted, to take a definitely satisfac-
tory line, you are authorized to convene an assembly of all
leading notables and shaikhs with a view to placing before
them the above questions, informing them that their answers
will be communicated to me for submission to Government.
When public opinion appears likely to be sharply divided
or in the unlikely event of its being unfavourable, you should
defer holding a meeting and report to me for instructions.

In such cases, it may be anticipated that the favourable
verdict of neighbouring districts will tend to have a favour-
able effect in forming public opinion.

When opinion is favourable, it is desirable it should be
reduced to writing and signed by as many as possible. *

^         task  of conducting  the  plebiscite  presented  grave
difficulties, of which the Acting Civil Commissioner as Chief
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